English 103

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs)

Communication Skills             

A. Reading and Writing
1. Read critically in order to identify premises, syllogisms, deduction and induction; to evaluate evidence, examples, and arguments for soundness; to assess authoritative testimony; to draw inferences from statistics; and to recognize rhetorical devices.
2. Develop a thesis; write argumentative and persuasive essays; write an analysis and summary; research argumentative topics; synthesize material; avoid plagiarism; and document sources.

B. Listening and Speaking
1. Utilize interactive listening strategies for note-taking and appropriate questioning.
2. Determine purpose and goals for listening.
3. Use speaking as a tool for idea generation and utilize prior knowledge through small and large group discussion.
4. Verbally summarize and paraphrase effectively.


Thinking and Reasoning              

A. Creative Thinking
1. Incorporate rhetorical strategies such as irony and satire.
2. Generate ideas using prewriting strategies.

B. Critical Thinking
1. Write argumentative essays that are supported by evidence and are logically organized, using deductive and inductive reasoning.
2. Synthesize information to produce a research paper incorporating research, using documentation and MLA format.


Information Management             

1. Evaluate primary and secondary sources including Internet sources.
2. Use library’s on-line catalogue and resources.
3. Distinguish between professional journals and magazines and other periodicals.
4. Demonstrate awareness of breadth of sources.
5. Use sources ethically.


Diversity              

1. Cultural—read, understand, and demonstrate an appreciation of literary and expository works from diverse historical and cultural backgrounds.
2. Social—read, understand, and demonstrate an appreciation of literary and expository works from diverse socio-economic backgrounds.

Civic Responsibility              

1. Ethical
a. Discuss moral dilemmas that are present in the readings.
b. Examine both historical and contemporary social issues that are present in the readings.

Life Skills             

A. Students will develop knowledge and skills in areas such as creative expression, aesthetic appreciation, personal growth, and interpersonal skills.
